
Integrated Regional Water Integrated Regional Water 
Management Grant Management Grant 

ProgramProgram

Implemented Jointly byImplemented Jointly by
Department of Water Resources andDepartment of Water Resources and
State Water Resources Control BoardState Water Resources Control Board



Program ObjectivesProgram Objectives

Protect Communities from DroughtProtect Communities from Drought
Protect & Improve Water QualityProtect & Improve Water Quality
Reduce Dependence on Imported WaterReduce Dependence on Imported Water
Promote Integrated Regional PlanningPromote Integrated Regional Planning
Achieve Multiple Benefits and ObjectivesAchieve Multiple Benefits and Objectives



FundingFunding

Approx. $380 million available for IRWM grants

1st Funding Cycle – Approximately $160 million
Planning Grants - $12 million
Implementation Grants - $148 million

2nd Funding Cycle – Approximately $220 million



Maximum Grant Amounts & Local Maximum Grant Amounts & Local 
Match RequirementsMatch Requirements

Planning GrantsPlanning Grants
Maximum Award Maximum Award – $500,000$500,000
Minimum Local Match Minimum Local Match –– 25%25%

Implementation GrantsImplementation Grants
Maximum Award Maximum Award – $50,000,000$50,000,000
Minimum Local Match Minimum Local Match –– 10%10%

Local Match may be waived or reduced for Local Match may be waived or reduced for 
disadvantaged communitiesdisadvantaged communities

< 80% Statewide Average Median Household Income  < 80% Statewide Average Median Household Income  



Local MatchLocal Match
Reimbursement of CostsReimbursement of Costs

Reimbursement of costsReimbursement of costs
Costs incurred after the Effective Date of the Grant Costs incurred after the Effective Date of the Grant 
AgreementAgreement

Local MatchLocal Match
May include cost incurred May include cost incurred 

After November 2, 2002 After November 2, 2002 (Passage of the Bond)(Passage of the Bond)
Prior to the Effective Date of the Grant AgreementPrior to the Effective Date of the Grant Agreement



Application ProcessApplication Process

Planning GrantsPlanning Grants
OneOne--step Processstep Process

Implementation GrantsImplementation Grants
TwoTwo--step Processstep Process

Step 1 Step 1 
Conceptual ProposalConceptual Proposal

Step 2Step 2
Selected proposals called backSelected proposals called back
Detailed proposalDetailed proposal



Usage of TermsUsage of Terms

““PlanPlan”” –– IRWM Plan or functional equivalentIRWM Plan or functional equivalent
““ApplicationApplication”” –– Document that is submittedDocument that is submitted
““ProposalProposal”” –– A project or suite of projects that A project or suite of projects that 
are proposed for fundingare proposed for funding
““ProjectProject”” –– Individual effortIndividual effort

Construction of physical facilitiesConstruction of physical facilities
Implementation of nonImplementation of non--structural actionsstructural actions



Usage of TermsUsage of Terms

An applicant will submit an An applicant will submit an ApplicationApplication
that details its that details its ProposalProposal

to implement a suite of to implement a suite of ProjectsProjects
that are consistent with a that are consistent with a PlanPlan..



Program PreferencesProgram Preferences

Integrated projects providing multiple benefits
Improve water supply reliability
Long-term attainment and maintenance of water 
quality standards
Eliminate or reduce pollution in impaired waters 
and sensitive habitat areas
Drinking water & water quality projects that 
serve disadvantaged communities
Groundwater projects in Southern California



Statewide PrioritiesStatewide Priorities

Reduce conflict between water users and resolve water 
rights disputes
Implement TMDLs
Implement RWQCB Watershed Management Initiative 
Chapters, Plans, and Policies
Implement SWRCB NPS Pollution Plan
Meet Delta Water Quality Objectives
Implement various task force recommendations
Address environmental justice concerns
Assist CALFED program goals



40%

40%

Based on total authorized

$200 million to Northern California

$200 million to Southern California



Eligible Grant RecipientsEligible Grant Recipients

Non-profit Organizations
California Corporations
Internal Revenue Code §§ 501(c)(3 – 5)

Public Agencies
Local governments
State agencies or departments

Other entities may be a part of IRWM Plan and may 
perform work under a grant agreement



General Eligibility CriteriaGeneral Eligibility Criteria

Urban Water Management Planning Act 
Compliance

Updated Plans due December 31, 2005
Check DWR’s website for workshop dates

Groundwater Management Plan Compliance
Groundwater Management and Recharge Projects
Projects with potential groundwater impacts
“Consent to be subject to”
Conforms to requirements of an adjudication



IRWM PlansIRWM Plans

Plan need not be called an “IRWM Plan”
May use existing regional planning documents as 
a “functionally equivalent plan”
For functionally equivalent plans, the applicant 
must detail:

How the various plans function together
How the various plans meet the IRWM Plan 
Standards



Minimum IRWM Plan StandardsMinimum IRWM Plan Standards

Must be adopted by January 1, 2007
Regional Agency or Group

At least 3 agencies – 2 of which have statutory 
authority over water management

Regional Description
Map

One or more regional objectives



Minimum IRWM Plan StandardsMinimum IRWM Plan Standards

Document water management elements include 
those listed in Guidelines – Table A-1
Integrates two or more water management 
strategies
Project Prioritization and implementation 
schedule



Other IRWM Plan StandardsOther IRWM Plan Standards

Identify specific actions, projects, or studies to 
be implemented
Evaluate potential impacts and benefits from 
plan implementation
Discuss data, technical methods, and analysis 
used to select water management strategies
Discuss data management



Other IRWM Plan StandardsOther IRWM Plan Standards

Identify  beneficiaries and funding/financing
Identify any statewide priorities that will be met
Discuss the plans relationship to local planning 
efforts
Discuss stakeholder involvement
Discuss coordination with other agencies



Definition of Definition of ““RegionRegion””

Region means a geographic area.
No physical size or dimension will be prescribed
IRWM Plan/Applicant must:

Define its region
Explain why the geographic area is appropriate and 
yields synergistic, efficient water management 
planning.



Eligible Proposal Eligible Proposal –– Implementation Implementation 
GrantGrant

Proposals may consist of a suite of projects
Contain at least 1 element listed in CWC § 79561
Consistent with an adopted IRWM Plan

Waive requirement if:
Engaged in development of IRWM Plan
Plan will be adopted by January 1, 2007
Project assists in achieving plan objective(s)

Not eligible – On-stream/Off-stream Surface Water 
Storage Facility



Implementation ProposalImplementation Proposal

Single Application per Region
At Step 2 Applicant must be eligible grant recipient

Single Award per Region
Preference
If not feasible, then:

Applicant must explanation which projects should receive 
separate grant agreements.
All grant recipients must be eligible grant recipients.
Structure agreements to ensure projects progress in a 
balanced manner



Next Steps Next Steps –– Planning GrantsPlanning Grants

Issue Draft Planning PSPs – January 24, 2005
Public Meeting – February 1, 2005 at 10 a.m.
Comments due – February 9, 2005 by 5 p.m.

Issue Final Planning – mid-March 2005
Planning Grant Applications Due – late-April 2005



Next Steps Next Steps –– Implementation GrantsImplementation Grants

Issue Draft Step 1 PSPs – January 24, 2005
Public Meeting – February 1, 2005 at 10 a.m.
Comments due – February 9, 2005 by 5 p.m.

Issue Final Step 1 PSPs – mid-March 2005
Issue Draft Step 2 PSP – mid-April 2005
Step 1 Applications Due – mid-May 2005


